Other approaches include policies to improve parenting practices and to increase family resources. neighborhoods and schools. We examine this literature, using a simple conceptual framework, to shed light on which interventions may achieve escape velocity for disadvantaged children -allowing youth to escape the gravitational pull of poverty.
I. Conceptual Framework
To aid in interpreting the reduced form estimates in the literature, we use a simple model of production. Let denote a representative outcome j, where j might represent physical health, mental health, human capital, and risky behaviors. For each j, we assume a simple production process:
, , , where represents neighborhood quality, denotes school quality, and captures family background.
We assume that f is smooth and twice continuously differentiable in its arguments. 
II. Neighborhoods
The 
V. Conclusions
The estimates reviewed provide some guidance as to how neighborhoods and schools enter the production functions for . The y-axis is the education index expressed in standard deviation units relative to the sample control group standard deviation. The index has the following components: graduated high school/received certificate of General Educational Development (GED) or still in school, in school or working, ECLS-K reading score, and ECLS-K math score. Each component was standardized using the mean and standard deviation for the control group. The index is the average of its components, restandardized using the control mean and standard deviation after averaging. Negative components were flipped so that higher index values represent "better" outcomes. School climate is the ratio of positive responses on five school quality items: safety, discipline, feeling "put down" by teachers, teasing of students who study hard, and teacher interest in students. Poverty . The y-axis is the risky behavior index expressed in standard deviation units relative to the sample control group standard deviation. The index has the following components: used marijuana in the past 30 days, smoked in the past 30 days, used alcohol in the past 30 days, and ever been pregnant or gotten someone pregnant. Each component was standardized using the mean and standard deviation for the control group. The index is the average of its components, restandardized using the control mean and standard deviation after averaging. Negative components were flipped so that higher index values represent "better" outcomes. School climate is the ratio of positive responses on five school quality items: safety, discipline, feeling "put down" by teachers, teasing of students who study hard, and teacher interest in students. Poverty ( . The y-axis is the education index expressed in standard deviation units relative to the sample control group standard deviation. The index has the following components: graduated high school/received certificate of General Educational Development (GED) or still in school, in school or working, ECLS-K reading score, and ECLS-K math score. Each component was standardized using the mean and standard deviation for the control group. The index is the average of its components, restandardized using the control mean and standard deviation after averaging. Negative components were flipped so that higher index values represent "better" outcomes. School rank is the percentile rank of the youth's average school (weighted by the number of years spent in each school) on state-level math and reading assessments. Poverty ( . The y-axis is the risky behavior index expressed in standard deviation units relative to the sample control group standard deviation. The index has the following components: used marijuana in the past 30 days, smoked in the past 30 days, used alcohol in the past 30 days, and ever been pregnant or gotten someone pregnant. Each component was standardized using the mean and standard deviation for the control group. The index is the average of its components, restandardized using the control mean and standard deviation after averaging. Negative components were flipped so that higher index values represent "better" outcomes. School rank is the percentile rank of the youth's average school (weighted by the number of years spent in each school) on state-level math and reading assessments. Poverty (share poor), controlled for in panels C and D, is the fraction of census tract residents living below the poverty threshold, linearly interpolated from the 1990 and 2000 decennial census and 2005-09 American Community Survey and weighted by the amount of time respondents lived at each of their addresses from random assignment through May 2008. School rank and share poor are expressed as z-scores standardized by the control group mean and standard deviation. The points represent the site (Bal = Baltimore, Bos = Boston, Chi = Chicago, LA = Los Angeles, NY = New York City) and treatment group (E = Experimental voucher, S = Section 8 voucher, C = control group). The line through the data points is equivalent to a two-stage least-squares estimate of the relationship between risky behavior and school rank, using site-group interactions as instruments (conditional on site main effects). The size of each point is proportional to the sum of the weights for that group and, correspondingly, to the weight that the point receives in the two-stage least squares regression.
The estimated impact of a 1 standard deviation (sd) increase in school rank is a 0.092sd increase in risky behavior for females (Panel A; N=2260, SE=0.175, P=0.600) and a 0.116sd decrease for males (Panel B; N=2189, SE=0.140, P=0.408). When controlling for poverty, the estimated impact of a 1sd increase in school rank is a 0.223sd increase in risky behavior for females (Panel C; N=2257, SE=0.257, P=0.386) and a 0.882sd decrease for males (Panel D; N=2263, SE=0.348, P=0.011).
